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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. — Pom ay oo § ame oS ne ge ga a 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 | “Bharat Shramajivi’... ved ... | Barahanagar sak 4,000 - 
Q |% * Grimvarts Pra éshiké” nae »». | Comercolly ‘ii 200 
7 Fortnightly. : 
9 | Puorva Pratidhwani” ... «. «| Chitta He “ eos | 28th June 1879. 
_ 4 |“Rajshahye Samvad”’ _... ‘ii --» | Rajs ‘es suinais 13th ditto. 
Weekly. , es 
5 | Ananda Bazar Patriké” sei »»» | Calcutta ane 700 Ist July 1879. P a 
6 |“ Bharat Mihir” oe ave oe | Mymensingh a0 658 | lst ditto. — 
7 |*‘*Bengal Advertiser”... one | Calcutta oe easeia | Bs 
§ | Bardwén Sanjivani”... a »« | Bardwan ei ae 4 
9 | “Dacca Prakash” ae fai 400 | 6th ditto. ay 
10 | ‘Education Gazette” ..~  «. + | Hooghly pss 1,168 | 4th ditto. ae 
11 | “ Hindu Hitaishini”’ ose ins »»» | Dacca 300 
12 | “ Hindu Ranjika”’ ii an ... | Beauleah, Réjshabye... 200 | 2nd ditto. 
te Murshidabéd Pratinidhi®” ... =o Berhampore “i wee | 20th June 1879. 
14 |“ Navavibhakar” _... ies + | Calcutta oes 900 | 7th July 1879. 
15 | « Pratiker” .. + | Berhampore ~ 235 | 4th ditto. 
16 | “ Rangpore Dik Prakésh” ies -- | Kakinié, Rangpore ... 250 | 3rd ___s ditto. 
17 | * Sadharani”’ lad he »+- | Chinsurah oi 516 6th ditto. 
18 | ‘*Sahachar”’ sare is .-. | Calcutta sad 500 7th ditto. 
19 | * Samélochak”’ a sis ee | Ditto a 1,000 
20 | ‘* Samachar Sar . in ia ... | Allahabad a eee 
21 | * Sanjivani”’ ai pe .., | Mymensingh aa shea 4th _ ditto. 
22 |“ Sulabha Samachar” ... ... ,,,| Calcutta — nis 56,500 | 5th — ditto. 
Tri-weekly. 
23 |‘ Samachar Sudhaévarshan”’ __,, ... | Ditto co ‘eanhs 
Daily. | : 
24 |‘ Samvad Prabhakar” ,,, me at | Ditto ne 550 | 4th to 10th July 1879. , - 
25 |“ Samvad Piirnachandrodaya” ,.. ... | Ditto si Oe 3rd to 8th ditto. a 
26 | “Samachar Chandrika” = .. | Ditto fi 625 | 3rdto llth | ditto. —_ 
27 | ** Banga Vidyé Prakaéshiké”’ ... | Ditto | iss wean 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. — 
28 | ** Murshidabad Patriké” ... oe ,.. | Berhampore ae vegeee | 27th June 1879. 
ENGLISH aND Urpv. 
29 | “Urdu Guide” ae ie ... | Calcutta ma 400 | 5th July 1879. 
EneGuisH, Bengatr, anp Hinpt1. 
Daily. 
30 |“ By&pari;" or, The Trader... ... | Ditto i sicuse 7th to 12th July 1879. 
Hinp1. 
_. Weekly. 
31 | “ Behar Bandhu” - Bankipor., Patna 509 | 9th July 1879. ; 
~- . Bharat Mitra ”’ nS oe Calentta lo as enes 10th “Litto. — 
» |“ Sar Sudhénidhi ” i~ oe aod ee me eg 7th ditto. a 
PERSIAN. 
34 |“ JamJahén-nums” ...  ... ...{ Ditto as 250 | 4th ditto. 
my he es | 
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We give below the eg of = prays in oe of the 

f y, headed the “ Results of the : 

ee ee War” :—The British Government a 
under Russo-phobia; and this it was which impelled them to a war with 
Afghanistan. Russia also played a little game. Foiled through the astute. 
ness of Lord Beaconsfield, in their attempt to obtain possession of Bastern 
Roumelia with the consent of the Congress assembled at Berlin, the Govern. 
ment of the Czar had always waited for an opportunity for gaining their 
object, an opportunity which might be created if only the attention of 
England could be directed for a time from European affairs. This was 
done by bringing about a war in Afghanistan ; and while the attention of 
England was occupied with the progress of affairs in that country, Russia 
managed to establish her supremacy in Eastern Roumelia. Now that the 
British have been successful in their war against Cabul, it is time we should 
consider whether the purposes for which it was declared have been actually 
gained. According to many, the foreign policy of Lord Beaconsfield, 
which has produced more than one war with other countries, was so framed 


_ by its author that by always keeping a number of important measures on 


their hands in a state of incompleteness, it would enable the present 
ministry to enjoy a longer lease of power. If that is really the object of 
the Premier, it is likely from the manner in which peace has been concluded 
with Afghanistan, that his expectations will be fulfilled. The Editor then 
comments upon the four distinct purposes for which the British Government 
is declared by its supporters to have embarked upon this war. They are as 
follows:—(1) The punishment of the Amir for the insult which he had offered 
to the British Mission ; (2) the subjugation of the savage hill tribes on the 
frontier of India; (8) to be stationed in a state of preparedness in the 
Afghan territory for the purpose of meeting the Russians; and (4) a 
scientific rectification of the frontier. Now, the first object has been amply 
attained. The Amir has paid dear for his audacity in having insulted a British 
Mission. Regarding the second, it is doubtful whether the unruly hill tribes 
will quietly submit to the British yoke. Of course, they could be eazsily 
exterminated if the British Government were determined upon such a course. 
But for the present, it does not seem probable that any armed demonstration 
against them will be of any avail. Nay, we fear, they will grow more aggres- 
sive than before. As to the other purposes, it is difficult to pronounce any 
decided opinion. Even military authorities are found to disagree as to the 
advantages of extending the frontier and of going out to meet the enemy in 
the event ofa Russian invasion. This, however, we can understand that if, 
instead of annexing the Punjab to the British Empire, it had been allowed to 
remain an independent and allied kingdom on the frontiers of India, much of 
our troubles in the future would have been prevented, while the task of defend- 
ing the country from any foreign invasion would have been considerably facilita- 
ted. If a few years ago the successors of Runjit Singh and the courageous 
Sikh people had been appointed to guard the Indian Frontier just as Yakub 
Khan has now been made to do with the aid of a subsidy, the act would 
have evinced considerable political wisdom. The Sikhs were a powe 

and well consolidated nation and ardently devoted to their country; and 
had not their independence been taken away by deplomatic astuteness they 
would have risked their lives in fighting for their liberty against the Russians. 
This idea, however, never crossed the minds of the British Governmet. 
As it is, the occupation of the Afghan passes and the administration of the 


territories in Afghanistan which have been made over to the British Gover= 


ment will involve an enormous expenditure which the revenues rails 


fede 


‘n will not be sufficient to cover, while there will be no prospect of 
lief from the already empty Exchequer of the Indian Government. The 
question, therefore, which we would now ask Government, as we did before 
the war had commenced is—Whence are the necessary funds to come 
which should pay for the maintenance of the Scientific Frontier when 1¢ 
has been attained ? Only a satisfactory reply to this would convince us that 
the Cabul war has been advantageous to both England and India; otherwise 
we should not hesitate to condemn it as a mad enterprise. 


Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


9. We extract the following observations from an editorial in the 
Government and the License tax, DAdrat Mihir, of the Ist July, headed “A 
_" - few words more.” Government, it would seem, 
‘s determined not to make any enquiry regarding the distress which 
exists among the poor at the present time, nor does it seem willing 
to open its eyes to the misery arising from famines and taxation. We 
indeed knew that it would all come to this; still, believing that a 
fund was about to be created for the purpose of famine-relief, we did 
not much object to the imposition of the License tax. The famine has 
now come, but the fund is no where; nay, it has disappeared in the bottom- 
less abyss of the Afghan war. The pledges given by Sir John Strachey, and 
even by Lord Lytton himself, have been nullified. The Finance Minister 
has attempted a defence of his policy respecting the famine fund; and 
refers to a statement made by him at the time that circumstances 
might arise in no distant future which would probably necessitate the 
expenditure of the fund on other than famine purposes. The defrayal of the 
cost of the Afghan war, therefore, it is argued, from the proceeds of the 
License tax does not involve a breach of faith on the part of Government. 
We have, however, now come to see that the famine fund was not really 
intended by Government for the purposes of relieving distress; but that it 
had some mysterious connection with the Afghan war. So much for this 
fund. While, on the one hand, the proceeds of the License tax, wrung 
from the class of petty tradesmen who live from hand to mouth have 
been dissipated on objects quite foreign to the purpose for which it was levied, 
Government has, on the other, readily relinquished a revenue of twenty 
lakhs of rupees a year. ‘The wisdom of the rulers certainly passes our com- 
prehension. The members of the British Indian Association were insulted 
by the Viceroy, because they ventured to point this out in a respectful manner. 
Now, however, when his own colleagues in Council, and the press, both 
European and Native, are proclaiming this scandalous affair to the world 
in no ambiguous language, Lord Lytton finds himself unable to stop their 
mouths, Even the Zimes has, in this matter, asserted its independence and 
attacked the policy of the Viceroy and Sir John Strachey. We do not 
feel it necessary to add anything to what we have already written on this 
subject. Happily, the eyes of the British nation have at last been directed 
towards this country, the condition of the people and the system of 
administration. We have ever believed that England would do us justice. 
An Englishman, as soon as he lands in India, becomes an altered man, and 
“ gaa of all consequences, and undirected by any fixed principles 
of action. 
3. The following is extracted from another article in the same 
ee paper headed “India in England” :—The 


dolorous outcries of the people of India | 


seem, at length, to have reached the ears of the English nation. We 
now seem to see on the western horizon advancing streaks of the dawn of 
that auspicious day for which we have so long waited with straining eyes. 


Baarat Mruare, 
July Ist, 1879. ~ 


BHaBat MIBIR. 


Buakat Miuir, 
July lst, 1879, 


ie 


Indian topics, the merest mention of which would so long induce sleep in the 
eyes of the Members of Parliament have now, for some nights ‘pq 

occupied the continued attention of the House. This is the only benef: 
result that has followed from the Afghan war which has been productive 
of a hundred baleful effects. The sudden sounding of the war drum ronigeq 
the English nation from their sleep; and they are now anxious to knop 
whether the people of India are really happy under the British rule. Ty, 
passing of the Vernacular Press Act, the remission of the cotton duties, the 
unmerited insults heaped on the heads of the Members of the British Indian 
Association by Lord Lytton, and the despatch of a delegate to England by 


the.Indian Association, all these have caused the people of that coun 


to take an increasing interest in the affairs of India. How long is it pOss]- 
ble for a person to conceal the stench emanating from a bad sore with the 
aid of perfumery ? How long is it possible for him with the aid of eloquent 
language and a mystification of accounts to represent an empty Exchequer 
as one filled with money and gems? At the present time, however, even the 
leaders of Parliament have become aware of the true and sad condition of 
India. In presenting the Indian Budget to the House, the Under-Secretary 
of State has himself admitted this. 


The time for making pompous displays has goneby. Even a thousand 
rose-colored budgets will not any longer be able to conceal the truly deplor. © 
able condition of this country. for its own fault, Government is now 
obliged to lop off certain branches of the Public Wurks Department, a most 
important and useful branch of the public service. But no substantial good 
would accrue until the home and army charges were reduced. Considering 
the extravagant expenditure which is incurred in connection with these latter, 
it is no wonder that the country has been brought to the present pass. 


4. The same paper makes the following observations in another 

The Road Coss Fund and European fticle headed the “ Abuse of the Road (ess 
Engineers. Fund” :—The road cess was introduced for 
the purpose of effecting local improvements ; and Government, from the 
Secretary of State down to the Lieutenant-Governor, declared this to be 
its object. The strong assurances given at the time led us to believe 
that, although a new burden upon the people, the imposition of the 
cess would still be a beneficial measure, as villages would now have their 
jungle cleared and have roads and tanks constructed. Under the delusions 
of this hope, we bore the new taxation. The road cess was imposed, and 
District Committees established with Magistrates to preside over them. 
The Committees, however, composed of a few influential and big-bellied 
landholders, have all become subservient to the slightest nod from their 
Chairman. Natives possessed of education and independence have no place 
in these committees, This has resulted in (1) the appointment of European 
Engineers on high salaries, and (2) the aggrandizement of certain favored 
contractors in every district. Not long ago, however,. Sir Ashley Eden 
published a resolution on the administration of the road cess funds, and 
directed, on grounds of economy, the substitution by the District Committees 
of Native for European Engineers. We do not know how far his orders in 
this matter have been carried out by the Magistrates. In many instances, 
perhaps, his resolution has become a dead letter. This, however, taken by 
itself, would not cause us much regret, as the good intentions of His, Honor 
patent in the document still inspired us with some hope for the future. But 


- we now see that the Government is a most curious thing; and that its 


professions do not correspond with its practice. We do not know to what 
evil times every succeeding day is bringing us.. All considerations of morality 
and justice seem-to be daily losing their force and weight. Why else does 
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+» Ashley Eden, who, bat a few days ago, recommended thé appointment of 
waive Tacineers to the Road Cess Committees, now direct that a Supérin- 
tending Engineer should be a to every division on an anftial salary 
of Bs. 28,000? We pauée for a reply; failing which, we shall not hesitate 
to assert that in forgetfulness of ite noble duty to seck the welfare 
of the people, Government is creating this new post for the entertainment of 
a certain number of Ku No matter whether we have the courage. to 
say this or not, the world will brand the proceeding as dishonest. | 
5. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, which always affects an admiration for the 
sir Ashley Eden, and the injurieshe Sdministrative genius of Sir Richard Temple, and 
bas done to the country. the public measures initiated or comple n 
while in Bengal, condemns in this issue three acte of the present Government of 
Bengal. These are—(1) the introduction of what is known as the outetill 
system in connection with distilleries, which has led to an mcrease of intent- 
perance ; (2) the rigorous treatment, as regards diet, to which the prisoners if 
the jails are now subjected ; and (3) 4 similar treatment which is extended to 
the patients in the Government hospitals. The Editor thus speaks of Bir 
Ashley Eden:— We would have had no objection, if Sir Ashley Eden, while not 
doing any good to Bengal, had not also done it any injury. Nor should we 
have had any objection, if it had been simply this that he was not, like Sir 
Richard Teutple, a weill-wisher of this country, or that he had not, like Sir 
George Campbell, injured it, or if he had possessed the good qualities with 
which Sir George was gifted. Sir Ashley, however, has inflieted upon the 
country certain grave injurtes, 


: 


6. Quoting a passage from the Amrita Bazar Patrikd, the same paper 


Sir Richard Temple and Sir Ashley observes that Sir Ashley | Eden seems deter- 
Béen. niined _ subverting almost all the public 
measures of his predecessor. (A list of these here follows). Owing to this 
jealousy which is quite unintelligible, on the part of the present Licutenant- 
Governor, the people are put to a great deal of hardship. 

7. Adverting to the wnfavorable report made by My. Bradford Leshie, 

Mr. Bradford Leslie's report on the regardmg the condition of the Gya State Rail. 
Gya State Raitway. Way, the sanie paper retvarks as follows ~— 
Bengal has not. derived a single advantage from the admimistration of Sit 
Astley Eden. The Gya State Railway mdced was an exception, but even 
that has come to this pass. We have repeatedly observed that making aud 
unmiaking are. two distunet things. Now, Sir Ashley Eden would grind & thing 
to powder, if be was but told to break it, but:he i¢ not much used to the work 
af construction. He made art effort to frame a law, but that has beem since 
pigeon-hoted, while the Gya Railway conastraeted under bie supervision, is 
now declared to be a road. fit only to be: traversed by bullock-carta,. 

%. The Sulabka Samichdér, of the 5th Joly, dwells on the backward 

The establishment of Agricaltural condition of native agriculture at the present 
sehouis proposed. time, and the necessity that has arwen of 
increasiag the food supply of the coustry. Government is asked to set: up 
4 weesber of schdols where practical lessons om agricultare: should be given 
to the pupils She imetisutions here proposed, if established, will prove 
more useful thaw the primary schools now in existence: 

9. Phe Dacca Prakdsh, of the 6th July, contains an artiele of the 
conduct of Government it its dealings with 
— , the Maharajah of Suasanga respecting the: 
acypusition of tlhe Garo Hills. Iw the haw courts, front the lowest to the 

et, he was always successful im his litigution, and declared to 
be the rightful owwer ef these hills, @ valaable property which yielded, 
While in his possession, as income of a lakh of rupées a year. Government; 


Government and the Garo Hills. 


Ayanpa Bazar 
PaTRixa, 


July ist, 1879. 
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PaTRIKA. 


Surapya Samacnar, 
July 6th, 1879. 


Dacca PraxaszH, 
July 6th, 1879. 


SaHACHAR, 
July 7th, 1879. 
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however, ‘passed a law, and took possession of i it, while the’ Mahac 
rajah is offered a sum of a lakh and a half of rupees as compensation 
for the loss of his property. The Editor asks Government to re-cop. 
sider the matter, and dwells on thie hardship which | this unfair - Proceeding, 
on their part, has already occasioned to the Maharajah. bgt . 

10. Adverting to the rumours regarding the appointment of ‘gp. 


Sir Ashley Eden. 


Ashley Eden as Governor of Madras op. 
Bombay as soon as his labours in connection, 
with the Army Commission shall have been completed, and to the opinions 
expressed by the Indian Daily News and the Hindu Patriot. on this matter, 
the Sahachar, of the 7th July, makes the following observations :-—We: 
are gratified to hear that Sir Ashley Eden is not, after all, going ‘to leave 
Bengal. We yet hope that his administration of this province will be for 
ever ‘remembered by the people, although in estimating his merits we are 
not prepared to go so far as the Hindu Patriot. Should the remaining 
period of his term of office in Bengal be spent in. the manner in which he: 
has hitherto conducted the duties of the administration, we fear the people — 
will have but little reason to be grateful to him. Any shortcoming on the 
part of one from whom much is expected, is felt to be a great disappoint-. 
ment. Sir Ashley Eden was known to the people of this country 
as “our Eden Saheb;’’ and the work which he did during the indigo 
riots led us to expect a truly liberal policy from his administra- 
tiun. This he has not adopted. We, of course, admit that under the 
imperialism of Lord Lytton it is almost impossible for a Provincial Governor. 
to adopt a liberal policy. A system of high-handedness and intimidation is 
in the ascendant. Sir Ashley, however, has not consented to be a mere 
tool in the hands of his superiors, for in that case there would not be much: 
cause for blaming him. Soon after his accession to.the Belvedere, he made:a 
fearful attack generally upon the character of the educated natives and of the 
native editors in particular. And the rebuke he administered was not.con- 
ceived in a friendly spirit. It was rude and threatening. As an outcome 
of this, the Vernacular Press Act was ushered into existence; and it is 
generally believed that Sir John Strachey and Sir Ashley Eden between 
them persuaded the weak-minded and fickle Viceroy to accord his sanction 
tothe measute. For Lord Lytton, although he is- quite innocent of any 
knowledge of British statesmanship, is still versed in English history; and it 
is believed that, left to his own discretion, he would not have interfered 
with the liberty of the Press. On the occasion of passing the Press Act into 
law, Sir Ashley, however, went beyond all others; he even threatened to gag 
the Anglo-Indian Newspapers. In a country where the representative 
system of Government does not exist, and the authorities are aware that, 
whatever errors they may fall into, the Home Government will approve of 
them all for the sake of maintaining the prestige of the administration, it 1s easy 
to pursue a policy of intimidation ; for the rulers are not, in practice, account- 
able for their public acts. Still it is an open question whether a ruler acts 
wisely by offending and aggrieving a body of men who guide the public 
opinion of the country. Sir Ashley Eden has made his difference with 
educated natives complete. He has abused them almost upon every 00ca- 
sion when he has reviewed the Administration Reports of Divisional Com- 
missioners. A report on the working of the Calcutta Municipality inflames 
him with anger. God has not blessed him with the gift of eloquence. The 
patriotic gentlemen who make speeches in the Municipal or-other Committees 
are an eyesore to His Honor, who takes every opportunity of reviling them 
behind their backs. Sir Ashley seems to have forgotten that, owing to Eng 

education, tours to Europe, the study of European history, the Railway, 


Cm) 

Suez Canal, the newspaper an4 other causes, a great change has taken 
in in the views and opinions of the people. As in' Europe, so in this 
country also, the notion is HOW an exploded one—that the work of an 
administrator is only to attend to the security of life and property .of the 
people committed to his’ charge. Of course, this ought to be his first 
duty; and a Government, which was not able to do it satisfactorily, 
would have #6 right to exist. But an administrator of the present 
day is expected togo further than this. He is not to regard his people 
in the light of dogs and Jackals, nor treat them as he would treat 
children. He must deal with them as with independent gentlemen, and 
conduct the work of administration in conformity with their -wishes. 
Judged by this standard, Sir Ashley Eden isnot found to deserve a high 
place.as an administrator. Truth to tell, (and we add it. with regret,) 
even Sir George Campbell occupies a higher position in this respect. That 
Sir Ashley is our friend, we shall ever acknowledge, but there is a limit to 


his friendship. He sincerely desires that we should be happy and free from | 


oppressions, but is opposed to our handling political matters. He 
has not yet done anything new. In seeking to make a reduction of 
medical expenditure, he has incurred the displeasure of the whole body of 
medical officers: His extreme action in this respect is reprehensible. In 
all other matters, he has but made an idle parade of activity. The appellate 
benches in the Mofussil.are not yet an accomplished fact. On the whole, 
Sir Ashley Eden’s administration of Bengal has not been a success, and he 


has not been able to fulfil our expectations regarding him. Weyet hope that. 


he will be true to himself, and become once more the Eden Sahib which 
he was formerly. We know how to deal with men like Sir George Campbell ; 
but if ‘“ our Eden: Sahib” is wrong in any matter, there are more tears shed 
over the error than anger excited by it ; and we only say, “Et tu Brute.” 

11. The Navavibhakar, of the 7th July, dwells on the importance, in 


The necessity of obtaining correct the interest of the public, of obtaining correct 


vital statistics. statistics regarding births and deaths. It is 
to be regretted that the existing arrangements are not sufficient for this 
purpose. Sir Ashley Eden is entirely opposed to the scheme of regis- 
tering births, &c., which was. introduced by Sir George Oampbell. Under 
orders from the Government of India, however, he directed last year the 
registration of such statistics in all first class municipalities. The results 
thus obtained are, however, manifestly inadequate ; and do not furnish 
sufficient data for arriving at any correct conclusion respecting the condition 
of the people or other facts connected therewith. All information respect- 
ing births and-deaths is now collected by the village chowkeedars—who do 
this work quite perfunctorily ; and hence it not unoften happens that, while 
the authorities are prompt in taking steps to prevent the spread of any 
disease in towns, they remain in utter ignorance of the ‘sanitary condition 
of the village population, and cannot, even when a pestilence is decimating 
it, send any medical aid. : 

_ 12. The same paper refers to the report of the Sanitary Commis- 
; Government Resolution on the last sioner for the last official yCar, and the Reso- 
wbort of the Sanitary Commissioner. Jytion recorded thereon by Government. The 
increase of mortality is appalling, and is such as to require the careful atten- 
tion of the rulers. The three diseases most common in this country, and 


Which cause the largest number of deaths, are cholera, fever, and small-pox. 


igh prices of food-stuffs also, according: to the Sanitary Commissioner, have 
ad a great deal to do with the large. increase of mortality noticed in the 


returns submitted for last year. It is to be regretted ‘that no important 
Measures have yet been undertaken to remove the obstruction in the natural. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
July 7th, 1879. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR. 


AVAVIBHAKAR. 


BrazaT Mirza, 
July 10th, 1879. 
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rainage of the country, a circumstance which is now admitted 
rec oy be the cause‘of the malarious fever. In conelusion, the Bididor ace 
Government to adopt measures for checking the fearful increaseof mortak 
13. In writing of the License tax in Somrah, a correspondent of the 
ds ts tk i Dill same paper dwells on the hardshi; ion 
: to the assessees from the manner in which ; 
tax is being collected in that place. They have not had the least notic, 
given them of the amount for which they were assessed, and the date 
when they were to pay, and the consequence is that they are now made t 
pay twice the amount of the tax. This has produced great dissatisfaction, 
_ 44 Another writing to the same paper notices an inerease of intem. 
Increase of drunkenness in Pirpointi perance among the Sonthals and other lo» 
and Bhagulpore, dc. caste people in Bhagulpore, Cahalgong, Pip 
pointi, and adjacent localities, occasioned by the action of Government jp 
having farmed out the excise revenue this year. There is an increased cop. 
sumption of spirituous liquor and tari; a bottle of the former sells at fou 
to six pice. a 
15. From the activity of the cotton mills in India, especially of those 
The activity of cotton mills in India, 12 Bombay, the Editor of the Bhdrat Miteais 
and whether fine fabrics can be turned led to conjecture that coarse cotton —— 
ont Rene. fabrics wilk not:command that attention here 
which they have done hitherto. The outturn of the cotton mille of Bombay 
is daily increasing and creating a demand for it in foreign markets. Ing 
short time hence Manchester, whose cloths are mixed with jute, &., and 
cannot stand a long wear and tear, will not be able to vie with the pure cotton 
made fabrics of Iadia. If cloths of fine texture could bot be manufactared 
here, no one would think of wearing the Manchester stuff; but. of this there 
is but very little hope, because, m the first place, no such fine and delicate 
machinery exists which is required for the purpose, and im the second, fine 
and pure cottan or thread would have ta be imported from America, on 
whieh a duty would be imposed avd render the cost of production heavy. 
Added ta all this, the favour of our Government towards Manchester is now- 
a-days so. great that, im the course of a year or so, the entire duties on im 
cloths will be removed. Praise tosuch justice!! Wewould have to pay duty 
if we upported the raw material, whilst the manufactured. one cam be imported 
without full duty. If the duties be taken off the finer fabrica, the price wil 
diminish neeessarily ; but. when we. take to producing the same and have to mr 
port ¢otton for the manufaeture thereof, a.heavy duty wilh be imposed. and the 
com: made so heavy aa to leave little or no profit. From the Queen's Proclamar 
tion on assuming the reins of Government of this country, and: om the occasion 
of the recent Delhi Durbér, we wereled to expect that. no distinction would be 
heneeforth. made. between the black andi white subjects. We expected to 
enjoy much ease and eomfort under the Imperial Government and. manulat- 
ture our owa goods im our own homes and villages without going: to the 
necessity of exporting them; but it has turned out otherwise. Man 
became jealous at.signs of our: prosperity ; and devised means. to: knock all on 
the:bead. The taking off the duty fram coarse fabrics has entailed same 
loss to Government and. nat affected the mill owners kere muet, whereas by 
taking off the duty from. the finer fabrics, Government: suffers: heavy’ loss, a0 
the: mille will be. put to heavy expense on account of the daty on exportag 
the finer material or thread. ‘‘he people here can: only keep out the 
Manehester fine. cloths if they but consent to bear a. Less: for four or five year 
when the former will. assuredly be: dyiven. out of the Indian market. Mar 
Cheater is robbing us of our wealth. whilst; we aze perishing from hunger 
How long cam this oppression be borne? Qidle ones! even now give: OP: 
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sleep! See how you ate day by duy becoming poorér. It ‘is the 
yrealth a produc’ of ous country which are entiching foreign nations, 
while you sit idly by and give 4 vacant stare. It is not your fate. to enjoy 
your own money. Alas! You ate néglecting your oppoftunity ! 
| FAMINE. ) 
16. Oorrespondents of the Bhdrat Mihir, of the Ist July, dwell on 
pistress iti Tangail, Manickgunge, the existence of severe distress among the in- 
and Hosseinpore. habitants of the Tangail and Manikgunj Sub- 
divisions caused by high feet and destructive floods. Cases of death from 
starvation are reported by the police. In commenting upon this subject, 
the Editor asks Government to afford prompt relief, and not simply to depend 
exettions of the zemindars. Now is the time to devote. at least & portion of 
the proceeds of the Livense tax to the purpose of feeding the starving 
poor. 


17. There is severe distress, — the — mA phgt sve of 
per differ. the lst July; among the people in Dacca, 
Pe yim pipes amas a Farresdpors, and Jessore ; but the local autho- 
rities are perfectly indifferent to their sufferings. Never before under the 
British rule, was Government so apathetic towards the distress of the people, 
as it is at the present time. Sir Ashley Eden ‘is a child of pleasure, and 
does not much like to hear of distress. He does not. lend his ear to the 
complaints of the people, perhaps from a fear lest his pleasures should be 
interrupted, and a feeling of sadness take possession of his heart. 

18. The Sanjivani, of the 4th July, is informed that great distress 

exists at the present time among the inhabit- 
ants of the Mymensing district.. A corre- 
spondeni writes to say that the condition of those living in the villages of 
Kandiura, Kishorganj, Netrakona, Ishwarganj, Hosseinpore, Bajitpore, and 
in adjacent localities is.exceedingly deplorable. The middle classes and the 
agriculturists are sorely pinched. For some months past, food-stuffs have 
sold at very high rates. About a fourteen-anna portion of the inhabitants 
have been reduced to poverty. Loans cannot be obtained; many are liviag 
on one meal a day. Government and the zemindars should now be up and 
doing. | 

“io. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 6th July, notices 
the existence of severe distress among the 
inhabitants of the villages under Bhedarganj 
outpost in station Palang, caused by high prices and sudden floods. Govern- 
ment is asked to send relief. 

20. The Furreedpore correspondent of the Sehachar, of the 7th July, 
refers to the great distress of the poor in that 
district. ‘The Government and the zemindars 
are besought to afford prompt relief. 

21. A correspondent of the Navavibhdkar, of the 7th July, writes to 
say that in Chakla Jhapa in Jessore, the poor 


are sorely pinched. Rice sells at eight seers 
The License tax has intensified their distress. 


Distress in Mymiensing. 


Distress in Bhedarganj. 


Distress in Futreedpore. 


Distress in Jessore and License tax. 


the rupee. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


22. The. Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 1st July, dwells, in the course 
This) be penshenste of a long article, on the evils of litigation. The 


abnormal propensity of its people to resort to the law courts for the settle- 
ment of their disputes. This morbid development of litigious spirit has 


country is about to be ruined through the 
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destroyed their peace, demoralized and emasculated them; and it is the 


duty of every person to use his utmost endeavours to check it. Government 
happily has at length come to perceive the true proportions which this eyjj 
has attained, and is seeking to ascertain whether a return to the system of 
trial by punchayets, that indigenous institution for the settlement of disputes, 
would not be more beneficial than a continuance of the present costly 
tribunals. For this purpose, it has invited an expression of opinion from 
all judicial officers and lawyers. It is, however, doubtful whether all the 
persons consulted will have the courage to bear a certain degree of self. 
sacrifice which an independent expression of opinion is likely to entail, 
for the maintenance of the law courts is closely connected with their 
interests. 

Government also seems at length to have become aware that there is no 
good gained by seeking to conceal the increasing poverty of the people, and 
draining them of their resources by taxation. The difficulty experienced in 
saving them alive during famines is such as has already brought the State to 
the verge of insolvency. 


23. The Sanjtvani, of the 4th July, dwells upon the condition of the 


eople at the present time. They suffer from 

ee ee RY political, and domestic degradation, and 
are steeped in poverty. Every succeeding year sees them more impoverished 
than ever. The remark that an empty vessel sounds much is applicable to 
the condition of this country. In the estimation of foreigners, India 
abounds in wealth, and one has only to help himself thereto. But there is 
a limit to everything. Owing to a perpetual drain of her resources by 
foreigners, this land of gold has at length been impoverished. In spite of 
a hundred faults which characterized Mahomedan rule in India, it had 
one relieving feature about it, namely, that the wealth of the country did 
not pass out into the hands of foreigners. True, the Mahomedan Emperors 
spent hordes of money upon luxuries, but the money remained in the 
country ; while the grandeur and luxury of their living and the works of 
public utility constructed by them used to give an impetus to native arts 
and trades. In short, although the people had not much to boast of in the 
way of education or civilization, they were not still either weak or poor; 
lacking self-dependence or kept in a state of beggary. That the English 
have confered upon us innumerable benefits we shall acknowledge ever grate- 
fully ; but we can never forget the bitter thought that a civilized people, 


_ though they are, they are reducing us to a state of starvation and beggary 


in seeking to gratify the undue greed and self-seekingness of their own 
nation. 
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